10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: LECTIONARY 19

AUGUST 9, 2020

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake,
wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence.
When the disciples face a great storm on the sea,
they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is
I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we
gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that
soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing
bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to
be a sign of God’s presence to others.
WELCOME TO GUESTS AND VISITORS! We are glad you could join us for
worship today. We hope that you are blessed by the Word and Sacraments
that we share. We encourage you to participate as fully as you can. The
screen in front will guide you. If desired, musical notation can be found as
noted in the outline below. The “#” indicates hymn numbers in red
Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal, and “SB” indicate page numbers in
the “Song Book” pamphlet. The vertical line in the left margin indicates
when we stand as we are able.
HOLY COMMUNION WITH SAINT JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
“It is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present under
the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are distributed and
received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X). “A person who has faith in these
words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,’ is
really worthy and well prepared.” “Forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation are
given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, Part VI). “This church practices
Eucharistic hospitality. All baptized persons are welcomed to Communion”
(The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50).
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion, Setting Four
Accompanist: Megan Rebout (9:00)
⸺
Confession and Forgiveness
# 516 Gathering Song .................... Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast ♫
p. 147 Greeting
p. 147 Kyrie
p. 150 Prayer of the Day
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

SAINT JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)

302 N. Parker Dr., Janesville, WI 53545
Office Tel. (608) 752-3159
saintjohnlutheran@sbcglobal.net www.sjlc-elca.org

Pastor: Rev. Bond Haldeman
Mobile Tel. (608) 208-0283
pastor.bond@sbcglobal.net

p. 151 First Reading ......................................................... 1 Kings 19:9-18
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At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night
there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the
Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the
Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord
was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was
not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then the Lord said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from
the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.”
⸺
Psalmody ................................................................... Psalm 85:8-13
8I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
13Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
p. 151 Second Reading .................................................... Romans 10:5-15
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that
“the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness
2

that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?
“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture
says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord shall be saved.”
14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”
⸺
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. I wait for you, O Lord;
in your word is my hope. Alleluia.
p. 151 Gospel ............................................................... Matthew 14: 22-33
22Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side
of the Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in
the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on
the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking
on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind,
he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the
wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are
the Son of God.”
⸺
Sermon
# 756 Hymn of the Day ....................... Eternal Father, Strong to Save ♫
p. 152 Peace
p. 105 Apostles’ Creed
p. 152 Prayers of Intercession: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
⸺
Offering, Offering Prayer, & Psalm (116:12, 17, 13-14, 19)
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p. 152
p. 153
⸺
p. 154
⸺
p. 154
⸺
⸺
p. 155
p. 155
⸺
# 759
p. 155

Great Thanksgiving – Dialogue & Preface
Sanctus .............................................................. Holy, Holy, Holy ♫
Thanksgiving at the Table
Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to Communion
Communion Song ................................................... Lamb of God ♫
Communion Distribution
Post-Communion Canticle (Lk. 2:29-32)
Prayer after Communion
Blessing
Ministry Opportunities & Announcements
Sending Song .................................. My Faith Looks Up to Thee ♫
Dismissal
Take Heart

We who gather for worship each week know what it is like to feel
terrified. We may not be on a literal boat being tossed by the waves, as are
the disciples in the gospel story today, but our lives are often rocked by the
circumstances we experience. Sometimes the howling wind that buffets our
boat is a terrifying health diagnosis. The waves that batter us about might be
financial ruin, marital struggles, the demands of caregiving, or a myriad of
other issues. We are not strangers to feeling out of control or scared.
Some of us barely made it here today. We are out of energy and
exhausted by living in fear. Jesus meets us in the midst of our worry and
says, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid” (Matt. 14:27). He sings it to us in
the hymns of our faith, speaks it to us in scripture, and feeds us with it in the
meal.
As we turn to a hymn and open our weary lips to sing, Jesus is
present in the words and melodies that God’s people have been singing for a
very long time. We sing these hymns in the chapters of our lives when the
seas are calm, and when we are certain we are about to capsize.
When someone stands to read a piece of scripture we have heard
dozens of times, Jesus comes to us afresh as we hear that word with troubled
or peaceful hearts. Christ meets us in the ancient texts that never get old,
offering us stability when our little boats seem dwarfed by the raging sea.
We approach the table, steady or perhaps trembling; when we feel
beloved and when we are deeply aware of our captivity to sin. Each time, we
reach out with our cupped beggar hands, and Jesus offers himself to us:
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Some texts and images from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006350.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

4

