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     In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up 
a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; 
in Psalm 111 God shows the people the 
power of God’s works. For the church these 
are ways of pointing to the unique authority 
people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. 
We encounter that authority in God’s word, 
around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit 
that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 
 
 Welcome to guests and visitors!  This pamphlet will guide your 

worship today.  The assembly’s parts are indicated by C and bold font.  
The vertical line in the left margin indicates when the assembly stands as 
each is able. 
 About Holy Communion with Saint John Lutheran Church 
     “It is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present 
under the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are 
distributed and received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X).  “A person who 
has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins,’ is really worthy and well prepared.”  “Forgiveness of 
sin, life, and salvation are given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, 

Part VI).  “This church practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All baptized 
persons are welcomed to Communion” (The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50). 

 
The opening music on Thursday is Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier (# 520). 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades 
over all creation. 

C Amen. 

http://www.sjlc-elca.org/
mailto:saintjohnlutheran@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pastor.bond@sbcglobal.net
https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/520
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Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 

C you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward,  
failing to follow your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ 
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own 
beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we 
are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and 
the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

C Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE PSALM (105) 
1Give thanks to the Lord  

C and call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 
3Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4Search for the Lord and his strength; 
continually seek his face. 
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5Remember the marvels he has done, 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness 
to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all 
creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Moses said: 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is 
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what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any 
more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied 
to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a 
prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in 
the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I 
command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet 
shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to 
speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to 
speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 111 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

C 2Great are the deeds of the Lord! 
They are studied by all who delight in them. 
 
3His work is full of majesty and splendor, 
and his righteousness endures forever. 

C 4He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; 
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
 
5He gives food to those who fear him; 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

C 6He has shown his people the power of his works 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 
7The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; 
all his commandments are sure. 

C 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
because they are done in truth and equity. 
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9He sent redemption to his people;  
he commanded his covenant forever; 
holy and awesome is his name. 

C 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding.  
His praise endures forever. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us 
possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone 
who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary 
knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no 
idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 
5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there 
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through 
whom we exist. 
  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some 
have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the 
food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being 
weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse 
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this 
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 
weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the 
temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be 
encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your 
knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 
12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound 
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if 
food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not 
cause one of them to fall. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, 

C who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? 
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He raises the poor from the dust, 

C and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
 
Alleluia. The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light;  

C for those who sat in the shadow of death  
light has dawned. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath 
came, he entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at 
his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy 
One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out 
of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his 
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection may follow the sermon. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
The music on Thursday is Freut Euch, Ihr Lieben (# 311). 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
The assembly remains in place, as the service continues. 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/ELW2006/311
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us God's people through our baptism into Christ. Living 
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living  
        and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
The prayers conclude: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people . . . 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION 
Offerings are received at the door as one enters.  The offering is 
presented for the work of Christ’s Church, here and throughout the 
world.   
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
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OFFERING PSALM (92) 
5Lord, how great are your works! 

C Your thoughts are very deep. 
 
6aThe dullard does not know, nor does the fool understand; 

C 7byou, O Lord, are exalted forevermore. 
 
8For lo, your enemies, O Lord, lo, your enemies shall perish, 

C and all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 
 
9But my horn you have exalted like the horns of wild bulls; 

C I am anointed with fresh oil. 
 
11The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 

C and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
The table is set. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
The minister continues, concluding: we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father . . .  
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup . . . to share with us the great 
and promised feast. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit . . . 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants . . . 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine.  
Here is Jesus. Receive and be fed. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG (AGNUS DEI) 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
    have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
    have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
    grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Please remain seated where you are.  The communion elements will be 
brought to you.  The host is received in your open hand.  The wine will be 
taken by you from an individual glass.  Carefully place your empty glass 
on the pew until end of worship. 
 

BLESSING &POST-COMMUNION PSALM (31) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;  
let me never be put to shame; 

C deliver me in your righteousness. 
 
2Incline your ear to me; 

C make haste to deliver me. 
 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  
for you are my crag and my stronghold; 

C for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 

C for you are my tower of strength. 
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5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 

C for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
 
7I will rejoice and be glad because of your mercy; 

C for you have seen my affliction; you know my distress. 
 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 

C I have said, “You are my God. 
 
15My times are in your hand; 

C rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
and from those who persecute me. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Response after the blessing: 

C Amen. 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please check web-sites and printed materials for further information. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 Some texts and images from sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS006350. 

 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Could He Be the Only One? 

 
 Who: Jesus, disciples, observant go-to-worship folks honoring 
the sabbath. And, yes, a man with an unclean spirit. (Could he be the 
only such soul in the congregation?) 
 What: Reading holy words, the domain of scribes and scholars, 
and a shocking teaching given “with authority.” 
 Where: In the synagogue. 
 When: On the sabbath. 
 
 Who is this one who cried out in the congregation? Was he a 
scared thief creeping from his hiding place? A lanky kid exhausted from 
bawling outside locked doors? An old man gasping beneath piles of ill-
gotten wealth? A young woman cursing heaven by day and hell by night 
for reasons no one dares to name? A stumbling fugitive worn down by a 
lifetime of running? A robust profiteer, master of deception? An unjust 
judge solemnly wearing a robe woven from threads of secret favors? A 
miser in a mansion perched above slums? A hoarder of vengeance 
nursing metastasized hatreds? Have you seen, met, or known any of 
these among the congregation? 
 
 The one with an unclean spirit cried out, “What have you to do 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?” (Mark 1:24). 
Jesus silences the unclean spirit. But Jesus will not be the destroyer. The 
crucified one does not crucify. He does not build and fill prisons; he sets 
free. He does not shun, avoid, and send away; he calls the accursed to 
himself. He does not condemn the sinner; he rescues and saves. 
 
 Yes, they in the synagogue that day and we in the church this 
day are amazed. Jesus’ teaching with authority contradicts all the rules 
that anchor us to a spirit of despair. Good news, indeed. 


