
SAINT JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
302 N. Parker Dr., Janesville, WI 53545   Pastor: Rev. Bond Haldeman 
Office Tel. (608) 752-3159  www.sjlc-elca.org Mobile Tel. (608) 208-0283 
saintjohnlutheran@sbcglobal.net  pastor.bond@sbcglobal.net 

THURSDAY IN THE THIRD WEEK OF EASTER 
      THURSDAY, 1:30 P.M., APRIL 22, 2021 

 
 Welcome to guests and 
visitors!  This pamphlet will guide your 
worship today.  The assembly’s parts 

are indicated by C and bold font.  The 
vertical line in the left margin indicates 
when the assembly stands as each is 
able. 
 About Holy Communion with Saint John Lutheran Church 
     “It is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present 
under the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are 
distributed and received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X).  “A person who 
has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins,’ is really worthy and well prepared.”  “Forgiveness of 
sin, life, and salvation are given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, 

Part VI).  “This church practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All baptized 
persons are welcomed to Communion” (The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50). 

 

EASTER GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
A welcome and introduction to the day are made. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling 
forth life in which you took delight. 

C We thank you, O God.  
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as 
daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of 
all. 

C We bless you, O God.  
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with 
your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and 
love. 

C We praise you, O God.  
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE PSALM (66) 
O God, how awesome are your deeds! 

C Because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you. 
 
All the earth bows down before you, 

C sings to you, sings out your name. 
 
Come now and see the works of God, 

C how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people. 
 
He turned the sea into dry land,  
so that they went through the water on foot, 

C and there we rejoiced in him. 
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In his might he rules forever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; 

C let no rebel rise up against him. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

C Alleluia.  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

C Alleluia.  Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 

C for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.   
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us 
to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 
witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6 
1Wisdom has built her house, 
 she has hewn her seven pillars. 
 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
 she has also set her table. 
 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 
 from the highest places in the town, 
 4"You that are simple, turn in here!" 
 To those without sense she says, 
 5"Come, eat of my bread 
 and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
 6Lay aside immaturity, and live, 
 and walk in the way of insight." 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 150 
1Hallelujah! Praise God in the holy temple; 
praise God in the mighty firmament. 

C 2Praise God for mighty acts; praise God for exceeding greatness. 
 
3Praise God with trumpet sound; praise God with lyre and harp. 

C 4Praise God with tambourine and dance;  
praise God with strings and pipe. 
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5Praise God with resounding cymbals; 
praise God with loud clanging cymbals. 

C 6Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 

SECOND READING: 2 John 1-6 
1The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the 
truth, and not only I but also all who know the truth, 2because of the 
truth that abides in us and will be with us forever: 
    3Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the Father and 
from Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, in truth and love. 
    4I was overjoyed to find some of your children walking in the truth, 
just as we have been commanded by the Father. 5But now, dear lady, 
I ask you, not as though I were writing you a new commandment, 
but one we have had from the beginning, let us love one another. 
6And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this 
is the commandment just as you have heard it from the beginning — 
you must walk in it. 
    7Many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not 
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh; any such person is 
the deceiver and the antichrist! 8Be on your guard, so that you do 
not lose what we have worked for, but may receive a full reward. 
9Everyone who does not abide in the teaching of Christ, but goes 
beyond it, does not have God; whoever abides in the teaching has 
both the Father and the Son. 10Do not receive into the house or 
welcome anyone who comes to you and does not bring this teaching; 
11for to welcome is to participate in the evil deeds of such a person. 
    12Although I have much to write to you, I would rather not use 
paper and ink; instead I hope to come to you and talk with you face 
to face, so that our joy may be complete. 
    13The children of your elect sister send you their greetings. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us  

C while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL: Mark 16:9-18 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
9Now after Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 
10She went out and told those who had been with him, while they 
were mourning and weeping. 11But when they heard that he was 
alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 
    12After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they 
were walking into the country. 13And they went back and told the 
rest, but they did not believe them. 
    14Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting 
at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and 
stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him 
after he had risen. 15And he said to them, "Go into all the world and 
proclaim the good news to the whole creation. 16The one who 
believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not 
believe will be condemned. 17And these signs will accompany those 
who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will 
speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their 
hands on the sick, and they will recover." 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection may follow the sermon. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

EASTER GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
The assembly remains in place, as the service continues. 
 

NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C We believe in one God, 
      the Father, the Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, 
      true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      of one Being with the Father; 
      through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven, 
         was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
         He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
       who has spoken through the prophets. 
       We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
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       We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
       We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our 
prayers to you . . . through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION 
Offerings are received at the door as one enters.  The offering is 
presented for the work of Christ’s Church, here and throughout the 
world.   
 

OFFERTORY 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia.  Christ is the image of the invisible God;  

C He is the firstborn of all creation. 
 
In him all things in heaven and on earth were created,  

C things visible and invisible. 
 
Whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers,  

C all things have been created through him and for him.  
 
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  

C He is the head of the body, the church.  
 
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  

C so that he might come to have first place in everything.  
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In Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell;  

C Through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things;  
 
Reconciling all things whether on earth or in heaven,  

C by making peace through the blood of his cross.  Alleluia. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 
The table is set. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
The minister continues, concluding: … and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. . . .  
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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O God of resurrection and new life . . .  
Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. . . . 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places . . . 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to receive from this table. 
Eat and be satisfied. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG (AGNUS DEI) 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 
us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 
us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Please remain seated where you are.  The communion elements will 
be brought to you.  The host is received in your open hand.  The wine 
will be taken by you from an individual glass.  Carefully place your 
empty glass on the pew until end of worship. 
 

BLESSING & POST-COMMUNION PSALM  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song; 

C sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 
Declare his glory among the nations 

C and his wonders among all peoples. 
 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 

C he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; 

C ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his name; 

C bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

C let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  

C let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Response after the blessing: 

C Amen. 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please check web-sites and printed materials for further information. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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