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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
      SUNDAY, 9:00 A.M., APRIL 25, 2021 

     The image of the good shepherd shows 
us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is 
the relationship between the shepherd and 
the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and 
love, that gives the shepherd authority. The 
shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. 
First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another 
by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
 
 Welcome to guests and visitors!  This pamphlet will guide your 

worship today.  The assembly’s parts are indicated by C and bold font.  
The vertical line in the left margin indicates when the assembly stands as 
each is able. 
 About Holy Communion with Saint John Lutheran Church 
     “It is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present 
under the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are distributed 
and received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X).  “A person who has faith in 
these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,’ 
is really worthy and well prepared.”  “Forgiveness of sin, life, and 
salvation are given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, Part VI).  “This 
church practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All baptized persons are 
welcomed to Communion” (The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50). 

 

EASTER GREETING 
Following the introductory verses: 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
A welcome and introduction to the day are made. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. 

C We thank you, O God.  
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

C We bless you, O God.  
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your 
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

C We praise you, O God.  
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE PSALM (33) 
1Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous; 

C it is good for the just to sing praises. 
 
2Praise the Lord with the harp; 

C play to him upon the psaltery and lyre. 
 
3Sing for him a new song; 

C sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 
 
4For the word of the Lord is right, 

C and all his works are sure. 
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5He loves righteousness and justice; 

C the lovingkindness of the Lord fills the whole earth. 
 
6By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, 

C by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts. 
 
7He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin 

C and stores up the depths of the sea. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

C Alleluia.  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

C Alleluia.  Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 

C for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.   
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
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O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide 
us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we 
shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
5The next day the rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 
6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who 
were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners 
stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 
you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers 
of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has 
been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, 
that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 
11This Jesus is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 23 
1The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not be in want. 

C 2He makes me lie down in green pastures 
and leads me beside still waters. 
 
3He revives my soul 
and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 

C 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I shall fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

C 6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
16We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us—and we 
ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide 
in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need 
and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our 
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we 
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 
24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. 
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given 
us. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. 

C Alleluia. 
 
The Lord sent redemption to his people; 

C Holy and awesome is his name. 
 
Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the good shepherd.  

C I know my own and my own know me. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
The holy gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand 
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I 
have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order 
to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 
I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection may follow the sermon. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

EASTER GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
The assembly remains in place, as the service continues. 
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NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C We believe in one God, 
      the Father, the Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, 
      true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      of one Being with the Father; 
      through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven, 
         was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
         He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
       who has spoken through the prophets. 
       We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
       We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
       We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our 
prayers to you . . . through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION 
Offerings are received at the door as one enters.  The offering is 
presented for the work of Christ’s Church, here and throughout the 
world.   
 

OFFERTORY 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The Lord God says: I myself will search for my sheep;  

C I will seek them out.  
 
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are scattered,  

C so I will seek out my sheep.  
 
I will bring them out from the peoples  

C and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel.  
 
Alleluia. 

C Alleluia.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 
The table is set. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
The minister continues, concluding: … and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. . . .  
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death 
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life . . .  
Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. . . . 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places . . . 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to receive from this table. 
Eat and be satisfied. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG (AGNUS DEI) 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Please remain seated where you are.  The communion elements will be 
brought to you.  The host is received in your open hand.  The wine will be 
taken by you from an individual glass.  Carefully place your empty glass 
on the pew until end of worship. 
 

BLESSING & POST-COMMUNION PSALM (63) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
1O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 

C 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 
that I might behold your power and your glory. 
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3For your lovingkindness is better than life itself; 
my lips shall give you praise. 

C 4So will I bless you as long as I live 
and lift up my hands in your name. 
 
5My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 

C 6when I remember you upon my bed, 
and meditate on you in the night watches. 
 
7For you have been my helper, 
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 

C 8My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. 
 
11The king will rejoice in God; all those who swear by him will be glad; 
for the mouth of those who speak lies shall be stopped. 

C Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Response after the blessing: 

C Amen. 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please check web-sites and printed materials for further information. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Abundant Care 
 

 One of the things that drew people to Jesus was that he was a 
master communicator. Drawing from examples of daily life, like 
shepherding, fishing, and growing grapes, he helped people see the 
connections between their story and God’s story. He drew from very 
ordinary and familiar elements like bread, water, and light to describe 
how God is at work in our lives and the world. 
 
 If Jesus were using imagery from our world today, it’s interesting 
to ponder what illustrations he might use to remind us of God’s presence 
and grace. However, even though much has changed from the ancient 
world, the “I am” sayings of Jesus, like those found in today’s gospel, are 
still amazingly relevant and tell us a great deal about how God moves 
among us. 
 
 When Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11), and 
describes how this shepherd cares for his sheep, he is naming God’s 
abundant care for each and every one of us. Perhaps you don’t always 
feel the immediacy of God’s care. There are moments in each of our lives 
when our outlook is bleak, when God’s provision doesn’t seem obvious, 
and when we wonder where God is in the midst of a trying situation. 
 
 But as the good shepherd, Jesus does not wait for us to be able 
to name our needs and pain before he comes to heal it. Jesus knows each 
one of his sheep in all their particular uniqueness: “I know my own” 
(John 10:14). God the good shepherd anticipates our needs and gives 
generously so we may have life in Jesus’ name. This is a promise we can 
depend on yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 


