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     A house divided against itself cannot stand. 
Jesus makes this observation in light of charges 
that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a 
demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have 
received the Holy Spirit through baptism have 
been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the 
body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ 
family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 
 
 Welcome to guests and visitors!  This pamphlet will guide your 

worship today.  The assembly’s parts are indicated by C and bold font.  
The vertical line in the left margin indicates when the assembly stands as 
each is able. 
 About Holy Communion with Saint John Lutheran Church 
     “It is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present 
under the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are 
distributed and received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X).  “A person who 
has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins,’ is really worthy and well prepared.”  “Forgiveness of 
sin, life, and salvation are given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, 

Part VI).  “This church practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All baptized 
persons are welcomed to Communion” (The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50). 

 

Following the introductory verses, a welcome and introduction to the 
day are made. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 

http://www.sjlc-elca.org/
mailto:saintjohnlutheran@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pastor.bond@sbcglobal.net


2 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 

C we confess  
that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING PSALM (130) 
Out of the deep have I called unto you, O Lord;  

C Lord, hear my voice. 
 
O let your ears consider well the voice of my supplications. 

C I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; in his word is my trust. 
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My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning,  

C more than watchmen for the morning. 
 
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy,  

C and with him is plenteous redemption; 
 
And he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

C Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 



4 

 
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and 
defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may 
triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING: 180 Group video. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15 
8Adam and Eve heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden.9But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 
of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
14The Lord God said to the serpent,  
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY: Psalm 130 
1Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

C 2If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, 
O Lord, who could stand? 
 
3For there is forgiveness with you; therefore you shall be feared. 

C 4I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;  
in his word is my hope. 
 
5My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning, 
more than watchmen for the morning. 

C 6O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy; 
 
7with him there is plenteous redemption, 

C and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with 
scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we 
speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus 
will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his 
presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God. 
  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is 
wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17For 
this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be 
seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, 
but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; 

C deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name's sake. 
 
Why should the nations say, "Where is their God?" 

C Let your victory be known among the nations before our eyes. 
 
Alleluia. The ruler of this world will be driven out.  

C And when I am lifted up from the earth,  
I will draw all people to myself. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus went home; 20and the crowd came together again, so that 
Jesus and the disciples could not even eat. 21When his family heard 
it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has 
gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he 
casts out demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them 
in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided 
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has 
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end 
has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder 
his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the 
house can be plundered. 
  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and 
whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal 
sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, 
they sent to him and called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; 
and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are 
outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and 
my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, 
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“Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of 
God is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection may follow the sermon. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING: Ellen Westlund 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
The assembly remains in place, as the service continues. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us God's people through our baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in 
your abiding grace. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION 
Offerings are received at the door as one enters.  The offering is 
presented for the work of Christ’s Church, here and throughout the 
world.   
 

OFFERTORY 
The disciples devoted themselves  
to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,  

C to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,  

C they broke bread at home  
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 
The table is set. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

The minister continues, concluding: … and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. . . .  
      For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command . . . . 
      To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION SONG (AGNUS DEI) 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Please remain seated where you are.  The communion elements will 
be brought to you.  The host is received in your open hand.  The wine 
will be taken by you from an individual glass.  Carefully place your 
empty glass on the pew until end of worship. 
 

BLESSING & POST-COMMUNION PSALM (34) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
1I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

C 2I will glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and rejoice. 
 
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;  
let us exalt his name together. 

C 4I sought the Lord, and he answered me  
and delivered me out of all my terror. 
 
5Look upon him and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed. 

C 6I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me 
and saved me from all my troubles. 
 
7The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, 
and he will deliver them. 

C 17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them 
and delivers them from all their troubles. 
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18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 
and will save those whose spirits are crushed. 

C 22The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, 
and none will be punished who trust in him. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Response after the blessing: 

C Amen. 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please check web-sites and printed materials for further information. 
 

PRAYER FOR MEMORIAL DAY 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 
Those who remain in the sanctuary following the postlude may sing 
the sending song.  Others should depart during the postlude. 
 
 Some texts and images from sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006350. 

 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 
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Protective Detail? 

 
 The crowd gathering around Jesus today is not entirely friendly. 
Some are attacking him as having “gone out of his mind” (Mark 3:21). 
The scribes accuse him of being demonic. His family tries to restrain 
him. They see the hostility, perhaps feel the danger. They love Jesus and 
do not want to see him harmed. 
 As is his habit, Jesus responds with wit and wisdom. The 
passage ends with Jesus surrounded by a crowd that seems safer. His 
family approaches again, and they hear a tough, dismissive word: those 
who do the will of God are my family. Scripture is consistent in its 
witness that the will of God is the path to life. Jesus does not need to be 
protected; he is working to bring the gift of life into the world in a new 
way. 
 How often do we find ourselves trying to protect Jesus? Maybe 
you have had a fight about faith with a family member. Maybe you 
avoid an acquaintance because of challenging conversations about 
beliefs. Maybe you have “agreed to disagree” because politics and faith 
have proved too divisive. Maybe you have experienced the split of a 
congregation or a church because of differences of opinion about how 
the gospel calls us to live. 
 From the book of Acts to present-day denominational struggles, 
church debates have often been about two sides claiming to be right 
about Jesus. We stand our ground and resist or demand change. In this 
we find a mixture of protecting ourselves, protecting our faith, 
protecting our understanding of Jesus, protecting Jesus. 
In today’s story Jesus reminds us he does not need protection. He is not 
going to get it on the cross. Instead, he wishes life for us, dies to make 
life for us, lives to make life for us. All of this so we can live to help make 
life for others. 

 
 

 


