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16TH
 WEDNESDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

      11:00 A.M., WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2021 

 Welcome to guests and visitors!  
This pamphlet will guide your worship 
today.  The assembly’s parts are 

indicated by C and bold font.  The 
vertical line in the left margin indicates 
when the assembly stands as each is 
able. 
 About Holy Communion with Saint John Lutheran Church:  “It 
is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present under 
the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are distributed and 
received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X).  “A person who has faith in these 
words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,’ is 
really worthy and well prepared.”  “Forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation 
are given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, Part VI).  “This church 
practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All baptized persons are welcomed to 
Communion” (The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50). 

 

A welcome and introduction to the day are made. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING PSALM (54) 
Save me, O God, by your name; 

C in your might, defend my cause. 
 
Hear my prayer, O God; 

C give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 
For the arrogant have risen up against me,  

C and the ruthless have sought my life,  
those who have no regard for God. 
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Behold, God is my helper; 

C it is the Lord who sustains my life. 
 
I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

C and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, 
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us 
a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 5:1-12 
1Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, 
"Look, we are your bone and flesh. 2For some time, while Saul was 
king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it in. The 
LORD said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel." 3So all the elders of 
Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a 
covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they 
anointed David king over Israel. 4David was thirty years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5At Hebron he 
reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem 
he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. 
    6The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, who said to David, "You will 
not come in here, even the blind and the lame will turn you back" 
— thinking, "David cannot come in here." 7Nevertheless David 
took the stronghold of Zion, which is now the city of David. 8David 
had said on that day, "Whoever would strike down the Jebusites, 
let him get up the water shaft to attack the lame and the blind, 
those whom David hates." Therefore it is said, "The blind and the 
lame shall not come into the house." 9David occupied the 
stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all 
around from the Millo inward. 10And David became greater and 
greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him. 
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    11King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David, along with cedar 
trees, and carpenters and masons who built David a house. 
12David then perceived that the LORD had established him king 
over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his 
people Israel. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 100 
1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! 

C 2Serve the Lord with gladness;  
come into God's presence with a song. 
 
3Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; 

C we are God's people and the sheep of God's pasture. 
 
4Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with 
praise; 

C give thanks and bless God's holy name. 
 
5Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

C whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

SECOND READING: Acts 20:17-38 
17From Miletus Paul sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders 
of the church to meet him. 18When they came to him, he said to 
them: 
    "You yourselves know how I lived among you the entire time 
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all 
humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me 
through the plots of the Jews. 20I did not shrink from doing 
anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and teaching 
you publicly and from house to house, 21as I testified to both Jews 
and Greeks about repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus. 22And now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way 
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to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except 
that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment 
and persecutions are waiting for me. 24But I do not count my life 
of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the 
ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good 
news of God's grace. 
    25And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone 
about proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. 
26Therefore I declare to you this day that I am not responsible for 
the blood of any of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to 
you the whole purpose of God. 28Keep watch over yourselves and 
over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of 
his own Son. 29I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30Some even from your 
own group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the 
disciples to follow them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that 
for three years I did not cease night or day to warn everyone with 
tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the message of his 
grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one's 
silver or gold or clothing. 34You know for yourselves that I worked 
with my own hands to support myself and my companions. 35In all 
this I have given you an example that by such work we must 
support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for 
he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 
    36When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all 
and prayed. 37There was much weeping among them all; they 
embraced Paul and kissed him, 38grieving especially because of 
what he had said, that they would not see him again. Then they 
brought him to the ship. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. My sheep hear my voice. 

C I know them, and they follow me. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-7 
The holy gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 
to Jesus. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 
saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 
    3So he told them this parable: 4Which one of you, having a 
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 
rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 
and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection may follow the sermon. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
The assembly remains in place, as the service continues. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us God's people through our baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again; 
      he ascended into heaven, 
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: Let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
The prayers conclude: All these things and whatever else You see 
that we need, grant us . . . one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION 
Offerings are received at the door as one enters.  The offering is 
presented for the work of Christ’s Church, here and throughout the 
world.   
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OFFERTORY 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

C and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

C that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

C unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 
Grace our table with your presence, 

C and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 
The table is set. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
The minister continues, concluding: … and join their unending 
hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. . . . 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive 
our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread . 
. . .  for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION SONG (AGNUS DEI) 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Please remain seated where you are.  The communion elements 
will be brought to you.  The host is received in your open hand.  
The wine will be taken by you from an individual glass.  Carefully 
place your empty glass on the pew until end of worship. 
 

BLESSING & POST-COMMUNION PSALM (51) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; 

C in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 
Make me hear of joy and gladness, 

C that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
Cast me not away from your presence, 

C and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
Give me the joy of your saving help again 

C and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 
I shall teach your ways to the wicked, 

C and sinners shall return to you. 
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Open my lips, O Lord, 

C and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

C a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
Be favorable and gracious to Zion, 

C and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Response after the blessing: 

C Amen. 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please check web-sites and printed materials for further 
information. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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