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9TH
 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  17TH

 WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
      9:00 A.M., SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2021 

     Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel 
readings from John 6, the first four of which 
focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus 
feeds thousands of people with five loaves and 
two fish. What we have, what we bring to 
Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough 
to meet all the needs we see around us. But it 
is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills 
that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the 
littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a 
world where all the hungry are satisfied. 
 
 Welcome to guests and visitors!  This pamphlet will guide your 

worship today.  The assembly’s parts are indicated by C and bold font.  
The vertical line in the left margin indicates when the assembly stands as 
each is able. 
 About Holy Communion with Saint John Lutheran Church:  “It 
is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present under 
the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are distributed and 
received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X).  “A person who has faith in these 
words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,’ is 
really worthy and well prepared.”  “Forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation 
are given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, Part VI).  “This church 
practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All baptized persons are welcomed to 
Communion” (The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50). 

 

Following the introductory verses, a welcome and introduction to the 
day are made. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 

C we confess  
that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty (ELW # 413) 
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a 
longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may 
know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to 
Elisha, the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain 
in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” 43But his 
servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he 
repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, 
‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set it before them, they ate, 
and had some left, according to the word of the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 145:10-19 
10All your works praise you, O Lord, 
and your faithful servants bless you. 

C 11They make known the glory of your kingdom 
and speak of your power; 
 
12that the peoples may know of your power 
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

C 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; 
your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
 
14The Lord is faithful in all his words 
and merciful in all his deeds. 

C 15The Lord upholds all those who fall; 
he lifts up those who are bowed down. 
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16The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 
and you give them their food in due season. 

C 17You open wide your hand 
and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
 
18The Lord is righteous in all his ways 
and loving in all his works. 

C 19The Lord is near to those who call upon him, 
to all who call upon him faithfully. 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21 
Paul writes: 14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, 
according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 
rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to 
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The Lord is my strength and my shield; 

C in him my heart trusts; 
 
so I am helped, and my heart exults, 

C and with my song I give thanks to him. 
 
The Lord is the strength of his people; 

C he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 
 
Alleluia. A great prophet has risen among us! 

C God has looked favorably on us! Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 

The holy gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs 
that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat 
down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the 
Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming 
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these 
people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he 
was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not 
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who 
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a 
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in 
all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 
they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather 
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they 
gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left 
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people 
saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the 
prophet who is to come into the world.” 
     15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him 
by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 
himself. 
     16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into 
a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a 
strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four 
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and 
they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 
21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the land toward which they were going. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

Silence for reflection may follow the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Break Now the Bread of Life (ELW # 515) 
1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord; 
my spirit waits for you, O living Word. 
 
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, 
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee. 
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall; 
and I shall find my peace, my All-in-All! 
 
3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 
your holy word the truth that rescues me. 
Give me to eat and live with you above; 
teach me to love your truth, for you are love. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
The assembly remains in place, as the service continues. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us God's people through our baptism into Christ. Living 
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: Lord in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: All these things and whatever else You see that 
we need, grant us, . . . one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION 
Offerings are received at the door as one enters.  The offering is 
presented for the work of Christ’s Church, here and throughout the 
world.   
 

OFFERTORY SONG: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW # 181) 

C Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
unite them with the prayers we offer. 
Grace our table with your presence, 
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 
The table is set. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
The minister continues, concluding: … and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS: Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 153) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. . . .  
      For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command . . . . 
      To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) (ELW p. 154) 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Please remain seated where you are.  The communion elements will be 
brought to you.  The host is received in your open hand.  The wine will be 
taken by you from an individual glass.  Carefully place your empty glass 
on the pew until end of worship. 
 

BLESSING & POST-COMMUNION PSALM (112) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 

C and have great delight in his commandments! 
 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

C the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 
Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

C and their righteousness will last forever. 
 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

C the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
 
It is good for them to be generous in lending 

C and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 
For they will never be shaken; 

C the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 



11 

They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

C their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord. 
 
Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

C until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 
They have given freely to the poor, 

C and their righteousness stands fast forever;  
they will hold up their head with honor. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Response after the blessing: 

C Amen. 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please check web-sites and printed materials for further information. 
 

SENDING SONG: Beautiful Savior (ELW # 838) 
1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee, 
light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
2 Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 
3 Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, 
bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
than all the angels in the sky. 
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4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
now and forevermore be thine! 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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A Feast of Grace 
 

 Five loaves of bread. Two fish. Thousands of hungry people. 
Baskets and baskets of leftovers. Today’s gospel is a story of startling 
juxtaposition and miraculous transformation. 
 It is a story in which God comes in the way God always does—in 
ordinary elements and imperfect circumstances. Jesus gathers up perceived 
scarcity, holds questions and fears of inadequacy, and turns meager 
offerings into a feast of grace for all. And there is enough—enough for 
everyone to have as much as they could ever want, with plenty to spare. 
It’s a feast that meets physical needs and nourishes physical bodies, and 
through the mystery of faith also unites the feasters with God and one 
another. 
 As we hear these words from John, we too are invited to this 
ordinary and holy feast. It’s a feast that crosses time and space to welcome 
us in and to send us out. We too get to rejoice in the transformation that 
happens when we show up to worship, with hands open to receive and a 
deep hunger for new life. 
 We recognize our hunger in confession and prayer. We feast on the 
promises of God’s word. We taste God’s abundance at the communion 
table. We are drenched in God’s generous love in the waters of baptism. 
We are joined with the other perfectly ordinary and holy banquetgoers as 
we raise our voices together in song. And we extend this exuberant 
lovingkindness to the world when we go forth from worship, filled with 
hope and prepared for service in Christ’s name. 
 With Christ as the host, there is forever enough food for all. 
Christ’s table is one brimming with grace. All of us are invited, just as we 
are, with whatever meager offerings we have. For we can trust that in 
Christ, it is more than enough. 


