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17TH
 WEDNESDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

      11:00 A.M., WEDNESDAY, JULY 28, 2021 

 Welcome to guests and visitors!  
This pamphlet will guide your worship today.  

The assembly’s parts are indicated by C and 
bold font.  The vertical line in the left margin 
indicates when the assembly stands as each 
is able. 
 About Holy Communion with Saint John Lutheran Church:  “It 
is taught that the true body and blood of Christ are truly present under 
the form of bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper and are distributed and 
received there” (Augsburg Confession, Article X).  “A person who has faith in these 
words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,’ is 
really worthy and well prepared.”  “Forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation 
are given to us in the sacrament” (The Small Catechism, Part VI).  “This church 
practices Eucharistic hospitality.  All baptized persons are welcomed to 
Communion” (The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 50). 

 

A welcome and introduction to the day are made. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

GATHERING PSALM (68) 
Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; 

C let those who hate him flee before him. 
 
Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; 

C as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the 
presence of God. 
 
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 

C let them also be merry and joyful. 
 



3 

Sing to God, sing praises to his name;  
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; 

C The LORD is his name, rejoice before him! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
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Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your 
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. 
Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven 
and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-10a 
6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
7And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
8he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,  
and the disgrace of his people  
      he will take away from all the earth, 
for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God;  
      we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
10For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 
The Moabites shall be trodden down in their place 
as straw is trodden down in a dung-pit. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 111 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

C 2Great are your works, O Lord, 
pondered by all who delight in them. 
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3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
and your righteousness endures forever. 

C 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
you are gracious and full of compassion. 
 
5You give food to those who fear you, 
remembering forever your covenant. 

C 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 
7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
all of your precepts are sure. 

C 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
because they are done in truth and equity. 
 
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your 
covenant forever; 
holy and awesome is your name. 

C 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
all who practice this have a good understanding.  
God's praise endures forever. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:22-33 
Paul writes: 22This is the reason that I have so often been 
hindered from coming to you. 23But now, with no further place for 
me in these regions, I desire, as I have for many years, to come to 
you 24when I go to Spain. For I do hope to see you on my journey 
and to be sent on by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a 
little while. 25At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem in a 
ministry to the saints; 26for Macedonia and Achaia have been 
pleased to share their resources with the poor among the saints 
at Jerusalem. 27They were pleased to do this, and indeed they 
owe it to them; for if the Gentiles have come to share in their 
spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in 
material things. 28So, when I have completed this, and have 
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delivered to them what has been collected, I will set out by way of 
you to Spain; 29and I know that when I come to you, I will come in 
the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 
    30I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God 
on my behalf, 31that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in 
Judea, and that my ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to 
the saints, 32so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and 
be refreshed in your company. 33The God of peace be with all of 
you. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. A great prophet has risen among us! 

C God has looked favorably on us! Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 6:35-44 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35When it grew late, his disciples came to Jesus and said, "This is a 
deserted place, and the hour is now very late; 36send them away 
so that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and 
buy something for themselves to eat." 37But he answered them, 
"You give them something to eat." They said to him, "Are we to go 
and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them 
to eat?" 38And he said to them, "How many loaves have you? Go 
and see." When they had found out, they said, "Five, and two 
fish." 39Then he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in 
groups on the green grass. 40So they sat down in groups of 
hundreds and of fifties. 41Taking the five loaves and the two fish, 
he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 
gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and he divided 
the two fish among them all. 42And all ate and were filled; 43and 
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they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 
44Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
The assembly remains in place, as the service continues. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us God's people through our baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again; 
      he ascended into heaven, 
      he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: All these things and whatever else You see 
that we need, grant us . . . one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRESENTATION 
Offerings are received at the door as one enters.  The offering is 
presented for the work of Christ’s Church, here and throughout the 
world.   
 

OFFERTORY 
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

C and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

C that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

C unite them with the prayers we offer. 
 
Grace our table with your presence, 

C and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 
The table is set. 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
The minister continues, concluding: … and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. . . . 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive 
our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread . 
. . .  for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SONG (AGNUS DEI) 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Please remain seated where you are.  The communion elements 
will be brought to you.  The host is received in your open hand.  
The wine will be taken by you from an individual glass.  Carefully 
place your empty glass on the pew until end of worship. 
 

BLESSING & POST-COMMUNION PSALM (112) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 

C and have great delight in his commandments! 



11 

 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

C the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 
Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

C and their righteousness will last forever. 
 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

C the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
 
It is good for them to be generous in lending 

C and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 
For they will never be shaken; 

C the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

C their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord. 
 
Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

C until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 
They have given freely to the poor, 

C and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold up 
their head with honor. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
At the conclusion, the assembly responds: 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
Response after the blessing: 

C Amen. 
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please check web-sites and printed materials for further 
information. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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